Supporting the veterinary cancer patient on chemotherapy: neutropenia and gastrointestinal toxicity.
The application of effective chemotherapy protocols in companion animals with sensitive tumors may result in return to a good quality of life and extended long-term survival. However, the potential for adding adverse events that impact overall quality of life in veterinary cancer patients is an important consideration. To ensure the experience is a positive one for our clients and patients alike, the practicing veterinary oncologist must ensure clients are appropriately educated as to the type and likelihood of adverse events that may occur in their companions and should plan for appropriate preventative and therapeutic protocols to manage them. Such attention to detail will help guarantee their clients' experience with medical treatment is positive and worthwhile, and will result in improvement in the well-being of their companion.